
The    Bowsprit 
October 2008 

Volume 37, No. 10 

www.bayyachtclub.org 

Editor: Lisa Kelley 
leezer45@yahoo.com 

 

 Commodore,  Joe Blair + Vice Commodore,  Larry Haas + Rear Commodore,  Walter Crawford 

Bay Yacht Club    PO Box 404     Lawrence St. T-Head     Corpus Christi, TX 78403      Ph: 361-884-8310 

 
 

 
 

 

 "United we stand, Divided we fall" is a phrase that has been used in mottos, from nations and states to 
songs. The basic concept is that unless the people are united, it is easy to destroy them. This is a counter to 
the maxim  ―Divide and Rule‖. The Bay Yacht Club has become divided and if the division continues there will 
be nothing left to rule. My goal as interim Commodore is to quell this division. I will need the help of each and 
every club member to achieve this goal. In 1995 the club was also divided. After it was over we went from 
about 200 members to 100 members. We must not let something like this happen again. I do not believe we 
can keep our club doors open with a loss of 40 members. I felt strongly enough about it to accept the job of 
interim Commodore and I greatly appreciate the support I’ve received from my wife in this decision. I want the 
club to pass beyond this problem and get back on course. 
 
            The October 11

th
 General Membership meeting is very important to all members. I had planned on in-

voking the Marquis of Queensbury rules but, I couldn’t find enough 8 ounce gloves. Joking aside, please plan 
on attending and vote for the person you feel will do the best job for the club. Rules for voting will be posted on 
the club bulletin board and e-mailed to all hands. 
 
 We have some fun events planed for October. We have the PYIC cruise to the BYC planned for the 
4

th
. The General Membership Meeting and dinner will be on October 11

th
. On the 18

th
 a BYC Top Gun Race 

will be held and Beer and Brats will be served afterwards. On the 25
th
  we will have a cruise. 

                                                                                
                                                                                 Warm Regards, 
                                                                                 Joe Blair 
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AMMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS 

At the General Membership Semiannual Meeting to be held on October 11, I intend to offer the following motion to 
amend the Bylaws of the Club: 
 
I move that Article VI – Election of Officers, Section 1, have the following words added – ―life‖ and ―student‖, so 
that it will read ―Active, Cruising, Life and Student members of the Club who are in good standing shall elect the 
officers provided by these Bylaws at the October meeting of the General Membership.‖  Also that the same 
change be made to Article V – General Membership Meetings … fourth paragraph, so that it will read ―Voting 
members at general and special meetings are those Active, Cruising, Life and Student members, in good stand-
ing, one vote per family.‖ 
 
Life and Student members of the Club have had the right to vote as shown in Article III for quite some time but 
Articles V and VI were not updated to show this.  This proposed motion has been presented to the Executive 
Board and has been approved by them. 
                                                                                           Jerry Vaughn 

                           BYC General Election Rules 

                             October 11, 2008 
   

 

  

 

1. No member will be allowed to speak of or to another member in a disrespectful manner. If a member does this 

they immediately loose the floor. 

2. All comments will be limited to 3 minutes per member. If there is nothing new and only repeating statements, 

the floor will be closed to further comments. 

3. All nomination for club officers will be from the floor. A nomination for office does not require a second, as per 

Roberts Rules. 

4. A member may nominate his/her self. 

5. If present each nominee will be queried by the presiding officer to determine if the nominee is willing to serve 

if elected. If the nominee declines he/she will be removed from the ballot. If a nominated member is not present, 
the presiding officer will attempt to contact the person by phone to determine their willingness to serve. If the 
nominee can not be contacted by phone their name will be removed from the ballot. 

6. Each office will be voted on in an individual election. 

7. The nominations for each office will not be closed until the presiding officer calls for additional nominations 

from the floor and none are submitted. 

8. The vote for each office will be secret. Two persons will collect the ballots. One will physically collect the bal-

lot. The second person will mark the voter’s membership number on the list of members present and place the 
ballot in a ballot box. 

9. The votes will be tallied by the presiding officer. The club secretary will recount the ballots and if the secre-

tary’s count agrees with the presiding officer’s count the vote count will be certified as correct. 

10. It will take a majority vote (more than 50% of the members who are present) to elect an official. If none of the 

nominees have a majority of the votes, additional votes will be taken until someone has a majority. 

11. Only members present and in good standing are allowed to vote. Only one vote per membership is allowed. 
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BYC CRUISIN’ NEWS 

Race 3 PtsSeptember’s BYC cruise was canceled in favor of the Marina appreciation party; which was of course 
canceled by Hurricane Ike.  Did we side-step a bullet or what?  That was a close call.   
 
The weekend of October 4

th
 & 5

th
 found our ―Brethren of the Coast‖ (PIYC) voyaging to the BYC for a fall rendez-

vous.  With the City Marina appreciation party re-scheduled for the same day; Peter and the gang, Rick, and Don 
were gracious enough to extend the invitation to our like minded friends who made the journey from the island to 
join us.     
A big salute to the PIYC for joining us for the weekend; A great time was had by all.    
 
A very special BYC Thank You to the staff and management of the city marina for putting on an excellent BBQ.  
Bravo bon travou.  
 
The Harvest Moon Regatta starts on the 16

th
 and if you’re not racing, you could come and watch the finish at Bob 

and K’s condo in Port A.  Check your e-mail for details.  Thanks Bob & K.  And good luck to our BYC entrants in 
the race: Rima, Sea Flight, Susan II, Turning Point, and Windswept.  Make us proud (or at lest make sure you 
have a good time). 
 
With the changing of the seasons we find ourselves relieved from the heat, but, we will soon be facing the holiday 
season.  So let’s get some cruising in while we can.   
The BYC October cruise is scheduled for the weekend of the 25

th
 to journey to Port Aransas…… 

THIS JUST IN… There may be a conflict there.  I’ll get back to you as soon as I can.   
(This is why I have a ―Bang head here.‖ sign on my wall.) 
 
The current calendar has no cruises in November but I suggest that we make a cruise to Shamrock Cove on No-
vember 8

th
 and 9

th
 to enjoy some of this nice fall weather.  I’ll make the reservations now. 

 
“That’s why we wander and follow La vie Dansante” 
 
Ron Hebert 
S / V La Vie Dansante 
BYC Cruise Dude 
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A Final Note ... 
 
     To our fellow BYC members and close personal bayfront friends ... It is with a touch of sadness that we must 
notify you that we have tendered our BYC membership resignation as of 9/14/08.  We feel that it is time to leave 
our BYC home in order to spend more time with the many other interests in our lives.  Our family has been a 
member of BYC since the spring of 1978.  During this time, sharing common interests in a traditional Bayfront en-
vironment filled an important part of our lives with joy and meaning.  We wish to thank our special BYC friends and 
those in MORF and CCYC for their caring friendship during all these many years.  The memories of each of you 
will remain in our hearts forever. 
     In closing, we bid you all a fond farewell and offer many good wishes for the continuation of BYC traditions and 
the ongoing rebirth of her indomitable spirit.   May God bless all of you. 
 
See you at the Starting Line! 
 
Dr Ed and Bev Bonner 
S/V Wings 
  

NEW  MEMBERS 

GOOD BYE FROM OLD FRIENDS 

HAL AND JO COOPER ANDY HORNER 

                                                                          Safe Anchorage 
    
                                                                       Just inside the breaker 
                                                                       where the waves lay down their crest, 
                                                                       and the water stands 
                                                                        twelve feet above the sands, 
                                                                       here I drop my anchor 
                                                                       and I settle in to rest, 
                                                                       while a breeze prevails 
                                                                       from land to dry my sails. 
                                                                       Rollers from the ocean 
                                                                       will not toss me anymore, 
                                                                       nor will night-winds get 
                                                                        me tired and soaking wet. 
                                                                       Swaying with the motion 
                                                                       of the sea upon the shore, 
                                                                       now my voyage is done 
                                                                      I will toast the setting sun! 
                         
                                                                                          – Gilbert A Franke, 6/14/08                                                                             
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Seven yachts competed in the Top Gun race on October 4. Warrior finished first place on corrected time and first 
place for the series. My thanks to Hal Peterson for RC  duties in my absence and Mary Herrington and  Sharon 
Peterson for working the start / finish line.   
                                                 Final Top Gun series standings are shown below.  

Place Boat Skipper Type Total Pts Race 1 Pts Race 2 Pts 

 

 

Race 3 Pts 

1 Warrior Peterson Cal 35-2 217.4 29.9 92.7 

 

94.8 

2 Rima Jack Valiant 40 176.1 29.9 60.7 

 

85.5 

3 Susan II Walton 
Catalina 

400 
147.6 DNS 71.4 

 

76.2 

4 Susi Q Klash Catalina 27 146.9 29.9 50.1 

 

66.9 

5 Pazuzu 
Crawford-

Haas 
J 24 82.1 DNS 82.1 

 

DSQ 

6 Starfish Spence Catalina 36 57.7 DNS DNS 

 

57.7 

7 Grey Wolf Franke Comet 111 48.4 DNS DNS 

 

48.4 

=8 
Brigadoon 

II 
Robertson Tartan 34C 29.9 29.9 DNS 

DNS 

=8 Ragtime Eisenberg Cal 31 29.9 29.9 DNS 

DNS 

=8 Valhalla Sondern Oceanis 300 29.9 29.9 DNS 

DNS 

=8 WindSwept Frank 
Catalina 

320 
29.9 29.9 DNS 

DNS 

 
 
The last racing event of the year will be the Turkey Day Regatta on Saturday November 15. Members of 
CCYC, PIYC, RYC and MORF will be invited to participate. This race contributes to points in the Coastal Ben 
Cup, a four-race series sponsored by the four area yacht clubs. 
After the race, BYC will award prizes to winners of the Turkey Day Regatta and the Coastal Bend Cup commit-
tee will award prizes to winners of the CBC series. At last year’s Turkey Day Regatta, seven boats competed in 
150 (cruising) class and another seven competed in the all-sails class. We anticipate an equally large turn-out 
this year.  Hope to see all of you there.         
 
                                                                                           Jiim Robertson 
                                                                                           Race Committee Chair 
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                                                A Toast to ALL the Members of the Bay Yacht Club! 
 
Martha and I would like to thank EVERYONE. All of you helped in different ways to make our 50

th
 Anniversary 

celebration one of the best party's ever at the BYC. If you missed the party, don't despair as Martha and I will be 
inviting everyone, again, to our 100th Anniversary Party which will be held at the BYC on September 20th 2058. 
We hesitate to give special thanks to any particular person as we may leave someone out and hurt their feelings, 
if we do, please accept our apologies in advance, but at that risk we must single out for Special Thanks, Melissa 
Bowen, Judy Crawford, Walt Crawford, Mary Jane McKay, Carl McKay, Jenny 
Jackson, Chris Colley, Cathy Colley, & Jerry Vaughn, in no particular order. 
 

Beer and Brats 
 

On October 18
th
 at 7:00 we will have the first annual Beer and Brats Festival at the Bay Yacht Club. It will be our 

own mini version of Octoberfest.  The social committee is asking that everyone who enjoys beer, bring a six pack 
of unusual, or interesting, or favorite beer to share.  We will have tastings and tradings throughout the evening 
along with bratwurst and other snacks.  Come participate and discover some new favorites. 
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 1 Nov—BYC Board Meeting @ 5:30 pm 
  3Nov—Marina Advisory Meeting @ 5:30 pm 
  4 Nov—Election Day 
11 Nov—Veterans Day 
13 Nov—Ship One Meeting 7-9– PM 
15 Nov—BYC Turkey Day Regatta 
15 Nov—CBC Event 
21 & 22 Nov—BYC Dinner or Cruise 
27 Nov—Thanksgiving Day 

4 Oct—PIYC Cruise to BYC 
4 Oct—Top Gun Race 
6 Oct—Marine Advisory Meeting 5:30 PM L-Head Facility 
9 Oct—Ship One Meeting 7:00 –9:00 PM 
11 Oct—Board Meeting 4:30 PM, followed by  
               General Member ship Meeting  6:00 PM 
16,17,18 Oct—Harvest Moon Regatta 

25 Oct—BYC Dinner or Cruise    Stay tunerd………….. 

1 Nov—Halloween 
Dinner Party 

9th– 5:30 pm BYC 
Board  
Meeting/

18 Oct—Beer and 
Brats 

4 Oct—BYC Dinner 

BYC Calendar of Events 

11 Oct—BYC Dinner 

7 & 8 Nov—Dinner/
Cruise 

14 Nov—BYC Dinner 

OCTOBER 

25 Oct—Dinner OR 

30th- Commodore’s 
Cup Race/ 
Cruise to Bahia 

NOVEMBER 

  

  

This Business Card Size Space  

Can be rented for 

$15.00/ Month 
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